
Dear Friends! 

 We hope you found some time this past summer to 

take a vacation or two! We survived a lot of hot weather and 

torrential downpours here in Worcester! 

 A few of our Sisters were very busy throughout the 

summer months, with a four-week General Chapter in 

Lourdes, France, and a Provincial Chapter in Lansdale, PA.  

Also, we honored five Sisters who celebrated Jubilee years in 

the Assumption.  And, recently we welcomed Myra Villas, our 

newest AMA to Worcester for her AMA Orientation. Myra arrived in Newcastle–upon-Tyne England 

the first week in September and she will be volunteering at Kid’s Kabin. 

 We have so much to be grateful for as we enter into a new season of life in the Assumption! 

Counted among our blessings are you, our friends. We extend our deepest gratitude to you all for 

being a valued part of AMA through your prayers, friendship, and financial support. The Assumption 

family of Sisters and AMAs join me in wishing you and your loved ones every grace and blessing as 

we enter into the season of thankfulness and celebrations, and we know we can count on you for 

keeping Myra in your thoughts and prayers during her year of service. 

 Peace,  Sandy Piwko, Director for Volunteer and Vocation Ministry 

Hello, my name is Myra Villas. I am from Bolingbrook, Illinois and have two loving 
parents and three older brothers. Growing up, you could usually find me playing the 
piano, coloring and drawing, playing outside with friends, or in a dance class. Through-
out high school, I became more involved in community service by performing at chari-
ty events and volunteering at food pantries. 

I moved to the East Coast to attend college at Villanova University, majoring in com-
munication and minoring in business. One of my most memorable experiences was 
leading a team of student filmmakers for a documentary 
on immigration in Italy. I was proud to be involved in So-
cial Justice Experience trips with our Campus Ministry 
where I learned lessons of solidarity and living simply. 

Afterwards, I moved to Philadelphia and worked in the multimedia production 
field. I made a comfortable living and grew to love the diversity, energy, and cul-
ture of living in Center City. However, I still had an urge to find ways to live more 
intentionally. I strive to live by principles that would honor the sacrifices of family 
members, the experiences of disadvantaged communities I served on mission trips, 
and the themes of Catholic Social Teaching. I felt that being in direct service of 
people for an extended time was the best way for me to dedicate my talents and 
to move forward on my journey as a social justice advocate. 
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AMA Orientation August 24th –26th 

Sr. Nuala, Myra Villas, Joyce Dimaano, 

(new Cana member) and Sr. Mary Ann. 

16 Vineyard St. 

Worcester, MA 01603 

508-767-1356 

directorassumption@gmail.com 

Meet Myra Villas!!! ! 

Myra’ s symbol and poem 

 

Our Deepest  Fear 

Myra selected this 
poem by Marianne 
Williamson to       
accompanying her 
through her AMA 
journey!  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

General Chapter Reflection—Sr. Nuala Cotter 

 

 

Cana 2018-2019 Welcome Joyce!  

We recently celebrated our AMA/Cana Commissioning Mass, on Sunday,     

August 26th at St. Andrew’s parish. We were very happy to welcome a new 

member to our Cana Community—Joyce Dimaano. Joyce volunteered in our 

afterschool Mentoring program last semester. Joyce is an Industrial Engineer 

who recently received her MBA degree in Social Change from Clark University, 

and is in the process of interviewing for a new job here in the States 

Updates on Current Cana Members 

Ally Longchamps, recently returned from a five month immersion trip to Boliv-

ia to learn Spanish, and is currently working part-time using her newly acquired 

language skills at a local law office.  Also, she is volunteering at a local farm. She and her fiancé Matt are planning to be mar-

ried in April 2019! 

 Claire Keating continues to work at DCF as a social worker here in Worcester and is involved in many Catholic organizations 

in the  area.  

 Mary LaPrade is a social worker in Elder Services here in Worcester, and likes to spend some of her free time hiking! 

Sandy, Sr. Nuala, Claire, Joyce, Myra, Sr. Mary 

Ann and Msgr. Scollen. Missing from picture 

Ally and Mary. 

Every six years, the Religious of the Assumption come together for a  

General Chapter.  Its purpose is to reflect on the past six years and 

then to chart a course for the next six.  It’s also tasked with electing a 

new Superior General and a new General Council.  So – when people 

ask Sr. Mary Ann and Sr. Nuala what they did on their summer vaca-

tion, that’s the short answer right there! 

The longer answer gets into the schedule:  six days a week, from 9:30 

a.m. till 6:30 p.m. (with time out for lunch and two coffee breaks).  It 

considers the location:  the Assumption retreat house in Lourdes, 

France.  This was a big plus – the house sits on a hill overlooking the 

grounds of the Sanctuary.  It’s up high enough that you can stand out in the garden and look directly into the grotto itself.  And of 

course, you can hear the singing and praying all day and most of all night (beginning at 6 a.m. and ending around midnight – ex-

cept the night that France won the World Cup, of course. Then what we heard was the triumphant blaring of car horns until the 

wee hours!) 

The longest answer gets into the people: roughly 85 persons, sisters and 

lay delegates from all over the world, working together to understand 

where the Assumption had been and what it had been doing since 2012 

and to think together about where they wanted it to go until 2024.  (The 

sixteen lay members left after 10 days; the sisters continued for another 

20.)  All of us listened, talked, argued, reflected, invented and compro-

mised together.  We also prayed – in 19 different languages – and we ate 

and drank and laughed a lot in at least three.  Trips to the grotto got 

squeezed into free moments, as did a trip to Betharram, a small town not 

Srs. Nuala, Mary Ann, and Diana 
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So, that’s the General Chapter in a nutshell.  Our Religious of the Assumption – USA Facebook page covered it pretty thoroughly, with lots 

of great photos, if you’d like to know more.  The documents and orientations of the Chapter will be guiding the Assumption through the next 

few years, and we’ll share more about them as they become available.   

 

far from Lourdes which was Lourdes before Lourdes!  (Meaning 

that it had been a Marian pilgrimage site before Bernadette’s 

experiences of the Virgin; we learned that Marie Eugénie herself 

had been there on retreat not once but twice.  Still, canny woman 

that she was, she wound up buying the big house in Lourdes, and 

that’s been a real gift to the congregation ever since.) 

We elected Sr. Rekha of India as our new General, and Sisters 

Isabelle of France, Sandra of El Salvador, Marthe Marie of Rwanda 

and Irene Cecile of the Philippines to her General Council. They 

are currently in the process of wrapping up loose ends in their 

home countries and working on getting visas for France.  They 

hope to be all together at Auteuil, our Paris motherhouse, by late 

fall.   

We also said thank you and farewell to Sr. Martine and her Council:  Carmen, Francoise, Marjo and Mayi. That old sports cliché 

about “leaving everything on the field” applies to these sisters.  They gave everything, and we hope that they are now going to get 

some well-deserved rest! 

2018 U.S. Province 

USA SISTER-NEWS! 

Srs. Chabela, Provincial Sr. Mary Ann, 

Therese Agnes and Catherine. 

Early this summer, Sr. Martine and her Council announced the good news 
that Sr. Mary Ann Azanza, RA was named Provincial Superior of the U.S. 
Province for three years, beginning August 15th, 2018.  Welcome, Sr. Mary 
Ann!  As many in the AMA Family know, Sr. Mary Ann was an AMA herself 
(many years ago) and has been involved with AMA-USA since 1996 when 
she arrived from the Philippines.  Once an AMA, always an AMA (and some-
times, an RA)! We wish you all the best, Sr. Mary Ann, in this new mission! 

At their Provincial Chapter in early August, the Sisters of the U.S. Province 
elected the Sisters who would serve on the Provincial Council with Sr. Mary 
Ann:  Sr. Chabela (Chaparral), Sr. Catherine (Lansdale) and Sr. Therese Agnes 
(Philadelphia). Thank you for saying ‘yes’ to this mission, Sisters, and count 
on our prayer and support as the Assumption in the USA marks its 100th 
year in 2019 and walks into its second century! 

 

U.S. Province—2018 

New General Sr. Rekha is surrounded by her new General 

Councilors, Srs. Isabelle, Marthe Marie, Sandra and Irene Cecile 



 MILESTONES, 2018 
 
● Emily Ceraul – King (Chaparral 2009-10) and husband Devin welcomed daughter Hannah in November 
2017.  Their first! 
 
 
● William Alexander Ash was born to Andrea de Castro (Chaparral, 2006-07) and husband Matt Ash on Decem-
ber 8th, 2017 in the middle of a snowstorm.  A snow angel! 
 
 
●  Stephanie Glass (Worcester, 2007-08) and husband Jacob 
Miskulin welcomed their Christmas baby Henry August on 
Dec. 26th, 2017.  Big Brother Luca feels proud! 
 
 
● Congratulations to Gus Planty (French AMAti, Worcester, 
2014-15) who married Madelin in May 2018.  May you have 
a long and happy life together. Felicitations! 
 
 
● It’s a banner year for RA Jubilees this year!  Four Golden 
Jubilarians: Sr. Therese Agnes (West Philly) in April, Sr. 
Chabela (Chaparral) in May, Sr. Evelyn (Worcester) in Sep-
tember, Sr. Michelle (Lansdale) in December and one Silver 
Jubilarian – Nuala (Worcester) in March.  Thank you for your 
generous, loving and faithful witness all these many years, 
dear Sisters! 
 
●  Stay tuned for the date when the U.S. Province will celebrate its 100th birthday. The first Assumption Sisters 
arrived on U.S. soil on October 12,1919. Please join us to celebrate and give thanks! 

AMA alum Elliott Uvin-Simmons 

and Sr. Evelyn at the 

Commissioning Picnic. 

AMA alum Meaghan Hickey 

and friend Kiernan. 
AMA alums make our celebrations special! 

Maggie McCabe and her children having fun with our 

Chapa Sisters—Diana, Tere and Chabela. 

Sr. Ann Christopher joins the celebration on her birthday 

with Jubillee Sisters Michelle, Nuala, Evelyn, Therese 

Agnes and Chabela. 


